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STATEMENT OF PRINCIPAL REASONS

The Department of Environmental Quality, Water Quality Division, pursuant to the authority vested in it
by the Wyoming Environmental Quality Act, Wyoming Statutes 35-11-101 et seq., proposes to amend
and revise Chapter 12 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulations. Chapter 12 establishes
design and construction standards for public water supplies. This proposal constitutes a minor revision
of Chapters 12 and is limited to the regulation of the installation of backflow devices at service
connections for residences and non-residential services with only domestic uses of potable water and the
definition of hazard classification surveyors.

Background

On September 23, 2004, the Water Quality Division received a petition for rule making from the City of
Casper to revise the requirements for residential dual backflow prevention valves as required by Chapter
12, Section 14 (i). The Administrator of the Water Quality Division scheduled and conducted a public
meeting March 23, 2005, to seek comment on an outreach document circulated to interested parties.
Based on comments received as a result of the public meeting, the Administrator and the Director of the
Department of Environmental Quality decided to proceed with rulemaking for a minor revision of
Chapter 12 related to cross connection control requirements for residential and domestic non-residential
service connections.

Principal Reason for Revision of Rules

Specifically, these rules are being revised to exempt residential service connections and domestic non-
residential connections from the requirements for backflow prevention devices to provide containment at
the service connection. The water suppliers are allowed to determine that any individual service
connection is required to have backflow prevention based on a hazard classification survey. A cost
benefit study completed by the Water Quality Division on April 20, 2006, did not justify the expense of
residential and domestic non-residential service connection containment.
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